[Evaluation of in-patient stay appropriateness and of functional independence in a sample of HIV-infected subjects]
The evaluation of in-patient stay appropriateness and of functional independence in subjects infected with HIV has been carried out in a sample of patients admitted to an infectious diseases hospital. The evaluation of in-patient stay appropriateness has been performed by means of the Appropriateness Evaluation Protocol, whereas functional levels have been assessed by administering the Functional Independence Measure. In 25% of patients, the appropriateness criteria for in-patient stay were compatible with an extra-mural approach. The availability of day-hospital and of home care assistance is a crucial factor to avoid needless and expensive in-patient stay.